
9 Motivations for You to Repent Now!
Geoffrey R. Kirkland

Christ Fellowship Bible Church

The Bible teaches that today is the day of salvation. Now is the acceptable time for sinners to repent. God always 
promises to forgive when sinners repent of sin but God never promises the sinner tomorrow so that he can repent 
of his sin then. So, this brief writeup lists nine compelling motivations for sinners to repent now. Come to Christ 
today! Turn from your sins now and live!

1. The shortness of time!
You must number yours days. Time on earth will not go on forever. People are not immortal. Humans are eternal 
beings but not immortal beings. You will live on forever. Your life, dear friends, is but a candle, for it’ll soon go out. 
Your life is but a shadow that quickly passes by. One’s existence is but a sunset that begins and after but a few passing 
moments it is gone. Your life is like steam on a hot cup as it goes up and then it’s gone forever. God lovingly beckons 
you to come now when he says: Today if you hear his voice: do not harden your hearts (Heb 3.7-8)!

2. The concern for your soul!
Thomas Watson helps us imagine this: O horrible day, when Jesus Christ clothed in his judge's robe shall say to the 
sinner, “Stand forth; answer to the indictment brought against you.” Have you forgotten that your soul will live on 
forevermore? You will everlastingly live in either eternal glory in heaven or eternal torments in hellfire. Do you live 
careless about your own soul? Do you apathetically live as to the future punishments that really, literally, and 
immediately await you at death? Death is sure. Your soul will live on. Hell is real. Out of care for your soul, repent 
today.

3. The evil of sin!
Sin is the ultimate treason against God. The vileness of sin manifests itself as it transgresses the Word of God, it 
incites the holy anger of God, and it fuels the fires of hell. Do you see your sin as treason against God? Do you view 
your sin — all of your sins and your sin nature — as rising up in protest against God’s sovereignty? Until your sin be 
bitter, Christ will not be sweet to you(Thomas Watson).

4. The awfulness of hell!
The rich man died and immediately entered hellfire. He lifted up his eyes while being in torment. He was in flames, in 
agony, and in eternal conscious punishment. He remembered his family, his brothers, the opportunities he had to 
repent, and he felt the flames of fire that engulfed him then and would be his pillows forevermore. All who die 
impenitent (=without repenting) will enter hell. All who hope to repent and die in that state will enter hellfire. All 
who plan to repent but never genuinely repent will die and perish forevermore. Hell is real and it is awful. It is 
dreadful and it is punishment from the Almighty hand of God upon every individual sinner without rest, without 
relenting, without ceasing, without mercy forevermore. O repent now!

5. The mercy of God!
God tenderly says that now is the acceptable time and today is the day of salvation (2 Cor 6.2). God’s mercy awaits 
penitents to come before Him with broken and contrite hearts. And God’s mercy engulfs the sinner and casts all his 
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iniquities into the depths of the sea since He punished the sin upon Christ, the Lamb of God who offered an eternal 
redemption. You should repent today because God’s mercy is available! God graciously, tenderly, patiently commands 
you to repent! God’s mercy will not remain forever. The door will shut one day. The opportunity to reconcile with 
God will end one day. The gate will be closed and locked and will shut out forever all the impenitent. Do not refuse 
to repent! God’s mercy is available! Turn to Him now.

6. The love of Christ!
The heart of compassion that Jesus has ought to motivate you to repent today. Jesus told the paralytic: “Son, your 
sins are forgiven” (Matt 9.2). Jesus said to Simon regarding a great sinner in the city: “her sins, which are many have 
been forgiven” (Luke 7.47). The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins (Matt 9.6). Christ calls on men and 
women to come to Him! All who are weary and heavy laden, He beckons to come! All who thirst can drink 
bountifully in Him! The love of Christ which is sweeter than the most pleasant delight on earth should compel a 
sinner to come to Christ now. The love of Christ now calls you to come. The same Christ will one day bring a sword 
to slay all His enemies with unrelenting fury and justice and sentence them to eternal hellfire under His wrath. Now, 
the love of Christ calls you! Come to Him at once!

7. The joy in life!
An infinite bounty of perfect delights reside in God Himself. All joy is directly related to God and His glorious 
perfections! One cannot ever be happy till He finds happiness in Christ! One will never set his heart upon true joy 
until he leaves sin, forsakes it at once, hates it and all of its manifestations, and clings to Christ Jesus in true faith. J.C. 
Ryle stated that you’ll never be happy till “God is upon the throne, and sin cast down and put out of doors.” Do not 
linger in your unrepentant sin. Do not dally in your course of hidden sin. Do not suppress the cherished sins you 
refuse to mortify. Slay them for the greater joy of knowing Christ! Come to the Risen and Living and wondrous 
Savior immediately.

8. The hope of heaven!
The Word of God informs that there joy in heaven over a sinner to repents. As praise is the music of heaven, so 
repentance is the joy of heaven (Thomas Watson). May the joy of heaven abound as sinners come to the Savior 
today. This joy of heaven will eternally be enjoyed by every blood-washed sinner. This permits him to live with an 
enduring, steadfast, confident hope of heaven. All who repent from sin and trust in Christ have the sure destiny of 
heaven. You can live with expectancy. You can live with God-centered perspective and heavenly-minded ambitions. 
Repent now and have the hope of heaven! Repent today and have an unshakeable hope.

9. The stupidity of procrastination!
Many now reside in the flames of hell who once had hoped to repent and come to God. Lots of moral churchgoers 
have experienced the righteous justice of God because they procrastinated and thought they could repent and turn 
to Christ later in life. But that ‘later day’ never came. Indeed, a hard heart is the worst heart (Thomas Watson). 
Procrastinating is the vice that sends many ethical citizens and moral teenagers to hell. Many are now in hell—who 
purposed and intended to repent! (Watson). God tells sinners not to harden their hearts and not to refuse God 
who speaks to them. God spoke to the people in the wilderness but they refused to repent. They were stubborn and 
stiff-necked. They were obstinate people who died in the wilderness and perished forevermore. Christ came down 
from heaven so that men would look upon Him as the Bread of Life and feed upon Him now! God never promises 
tomorrow. He graciously grants you this moment! Look to your sinful condition and see your helplessness and 
hopelessness! Look to Jesus Christ and see His righteousness and His satisfactory atonement. Turn from your sins 
and live! Refuse to plan for this at a later time. Be diligent to come to God today! Leave everything and come now!
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